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Dales Way

I bought this book because I was planning to walk the Dales Way and it was the only detailed

description of the entire Way I could find. Many people had recommended it. The best parts of the

book were the maps. They contained the precise level of detail I wanted along with loads of

annotations regarding areas where the trail might be tricky to follow. The descriptions were accurate

and easy to understand and the photos really gave you a feel for the countryside. However, the

worst parts of the book were the detailed descriptions of each section of the Way because they

were not always on the same page as the corresponding map they were referencing. This made

direction-finding for me, at times, a lot more difficult than it needed to be. I found I was always

flipping back and forth between several pages as I walked and tried to follow where I was on a

specific map or to ready myself for an upcoming turnoff and needed to double-check with a

description that had wandered to a page way past its corresponding map. The other problem I had

with the book was its shape. I like to walk with the guidebook readily accessible. On other walks I've

simply placed the trail description book in my pocket and pulled it out as needed. Speakman's book

was not pocket-sized. It was just too large to fit into any of my pants, shirt or jacket pockets, and

placing it in my backpack made it inaccessible unless I stopped to pull it out, read it, and then put it



back. Not really practical when you want to continuously track your steps.
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